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 5 
Agenda 6 

New Castle Town Council Meeting 7 
Tuesday, October 18, 2016, 7:00 p.m. 8 

 9 
 10 

Call to Order 11 
Mayor Pro Tem Bruce Leland called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 12 
 13 
Pledge of Allegiance 14 
 15 
Roll Call 16 
 17 
Town Clerk Melody Harrison told the council that Mayor Art Riddile had requested 18 
that his absence be excused. 19 
MOTION: Mayor Pro Tem Bruce Leland made a motion to excuse Mayor Art 20 
Riddile’s absence. Councilor Mary Metzger seconded the motion and it 21 
passed unanimously.  22 
  23 
 Present  Councilor Mary Metzger 24 
   Councilor Scott Owens 25 
   Councilor Grady Hazelton 26 
   Mayor Pro Tem Leland 27 
   Councilor Greg Russi 28 
   Councilor Graham Riddile 29 
 Absent  Mayor Art Riddile 30 
 31 
Also present at the meeting were Town Administrator Tom Baker, Town Clerk 32 
Melody Harrison, Finance Director Lyle Layton, Public Works Director John Wenzel, 33 
Police Chief Tony Pagni, Recreation Director Sax Vue, Town Planner Tim Cain and 34 
Accounting Assistant Debbie Guccini. 35 
 36 
 37 
Meeting Notice 38 
Town Clerk Melody Harrison verified that her office gave notice of the meeting in 39 
accordance with Resolution TC-2016-1. 40 
 41 
Conflicts of Interest 42 
There were no conflicts of interest. 43 
 44 
Agenda Changes 45 
Clerk Harrison asked the council to move the consent agenda to the end of the 46 
regular agenda. The council agreed.  47 
 48 
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Citizen Comments on Items not on the Agenda 1 
Dalton Sallee 28 Deer Valley Drive – Mr. Sallee thanked the council for their 2 
support in developing trails. He felt that is was an important amenity for New 3 
Castle, and would add a significant legacy to the town. Mr. Sallee said that he hiked 4 
or biked every day, and had noticed that the trail user interactions had become 5 
softer in that the runner/hiker/biker relationships were more friendly and accepting. 6 
Mayor Pro Tem Leland said that the whole trail development had come about 7 
because the citizens had initiated it, and the council was appreciative and excited 8 
about the successes. He said they had been concerned about trail etiquette.  Mr. 9 
Sallee said he thought the trail users in New Castle were simply unaccustomed to 10 
so many mountain bikers on the trails, but he felt that a trail etiquette would 11 
develop. Mr. Sallee said that his company, Sallee Environmental, intended to 12 
purchase and insure a mini-excavator that could be used to assist in developing 13 
trails, particularly the ones accessing the Colorow and BLM trails. Councilor Russi 14 
said that in either November or January there would be an application process 15 
available for a planning grant for the hard trail through South Canyon, and he told 16 
Mr. Sallee that his support would be very helpful for obtaining the grant.  17 
Mr. Sallee said he would be glad to help, because he was an avid biker and hiker. 18 
He thanked the council for their time and for all they had done with trails. 19 
 20 
Consultant Reports 21 
Consultant Attorney – not present 22 
Consultant Engineer – not present 23 
 24 
 25 
Items for Consideration 26 

 27 
Budget Workshop 28 
The council continued the budget workshop started during the committee meeting. 29 
Town staff presented their budgets beginning with Finance Director Lyle Layton 30 
providing an overview of the entire budget. Staff then presented their budgets in 31 
the following order: Public Safety, Public Works/Recreation, Building & Planning and 32 
Administration.  33 
Director Layton presented the Conservation Trust and Cemetery budgets.  34 
 35 
Break: 8:40 – 8:50 36 
 37 
Administrator Tom Baker summarized the recent council retreat for the council.  38 
 39 
Consider a Letter of Support and Funding Request to Partner with Roaring 40 
Fork Mountain Bike Association, Garfield County and Glenwood Springs on 41 
the Colorado Parks & Wildlife Grant Application for the South Canyon Trail 42 
Administrator Baker told the council that the grant application was an opportunity 43 
to collaborate with partners: Glenwood Springs, Garfield County, Alpine Bank and 44 
Roaring Fork Mountain Bike Association, who are all part of the area’s network of 45 
soft trails. The network will include the LoVa Trail and the BLM Trails once they 46 
were complete. Administrator Baker said that Glenwood Springs had participated 47 
with New Castle in the TAP grant application. He said he felt that partnering was 48 
exactly the type of collaboration the town wanted to be involved in.  Administrator 49 



Town Council Meeting 

Tuesday, October 2016 

3 

 

Baker recommended that the council authorize the Mayor Pro Tem to sign the letter 1 
of support and to authorize a $5,000.00 partner match. The funds could come out 2 
of the general fund, or the conservation trust fund. He also said that the council 3 
had allocated $17,000.00 for the BLM cultural and environmental surveys, but only 4 
$8,700.00 had been spent.  5 
Councilor Leland asked exactly where the soft trail would be located. Councilor 6 
Russi said it would be on the south side of the river, and would likely come over the 7 
hills east of River Bend, down into the town’s three-mile sphere of influence. He 8 
showed the council the possible location on the zoning map.  9 
Councilor Hazelton asked about the matching funds. Administrator Baker said that 10 
the partners would put in $65k, and with New Castle’s money, it would be a $70k 11 
match for a $188k grant.  12 
MOTION: Councilor Metzger made a motion to authorize the Mayor Pro Tem 13 
to sign a support letter and to approve a $5k partner match. Councilor 14 
Russi seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  15 

 16 
Clerk Harrison told the council that she had spoken to Councilor Owens and 17 
Councilor Russi and they agreed that Councilor Owens could take the May 2017 18 
through November 2017 rotation on Planning & Zoning Commission. She said that 19 
the town attorney wanted the committees calendar on the consent agenda to ratify 20 
the change. 21 
 22 
Consent Agenda 23 
Minutes of the October 4, 2016 meeting 24 
Minutes of the October 7, 2016 meeting 25 
Mountain Waste Contract Amendment 26 
Committee Assignments 27 
MOTION: Councilor Russi made a motion to approve the consent agenda. 28 
Councilor Owens seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.   29 
    30 

 31 
Staff Reports 32 
Town Administrator – Administrator Baker said there would be a mayor’s meeting 33 
on Friday, October 21, from 9am to1pm. Affordable housing would be discussed, 34 
and he was not certain that the mayor would be able to make it to the meeting. 35 
Councilor Leland said that he would know on Thursday if the mayor could make it 36 
or not, and he would go if necessary. Administrator Baker told the council that 37 
there would be a ribbon cutting at 3pm on Wednesday for Maria’s Bakery. He also 38 
said that Attorney McConaughy wanted to bring an ordinance to the council that 39 
amended the fines for traffic and parking. David wants ordinance at next meeting 40 
bond schedule. Last, he said that John Harcourt was looking for someone to 41 
officiate for the Cub Scout Food Drive, because it was necessary to verify for the 42 
Guinness Book of World Records.   43 
Town Clerk – Clerk Harrison told the council that on November 1, local 44 
photographer Charles Englebert would be present to take the council photographs. 45 
She said he would set up his studio in the conference room upstairs, and the 46 
council could go up one at a time. He would have digital images available so they 47 
could choose which they preferred. Clerk Harrison said that she had asked both 48 
Public Works and Engineer Simonson where she could obtain a larger zoning map, 49 
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and they both had provided one. She said she now had a laminated map, and asked 1 
the council where she could place it. The council said she could decide its location. 2 
Clerk Harrison said that Coal Ridge High School had sent a renewal to the council 3 
for their Booster Club sponsorship. The council said it could go on the consent 4 
agenda at the next meeting. Last, Clerk Harrison told the council that Liberty 5 
Academy had invited them to attend their breakfast on Thursday, October 27 at 6 
9:15 in the morning. She said she would sent them the information.  7 
Town Planner – not present 8 
Public Works Director – not present 9 
 10 
Commission Reports 11 
Planning & Zoning Commission – nothing to report 12 
Historic Preservation Commission – Mayor Pro Tem Leland told the council that the 13 
new owners of the Odd Fellows building next door were interested in installing 14 
additional windows on the east side of the building. They will approach the council 15 
about an easement because they are so close to the property line. 16 
Climate Action Advisory Committee – nothing to report 17 
Senior Program – Councilor Metzger said there had been a special meeting and the 18 
board had approved the proposed changes. 19 
RFTA – Councilor Russi said that RFTA had been working on their budget. 20 
AGNC – Councilor Hazelton said he went to a meeting and Lieutenant Governor 21 
Donna Lynn as well as Representative Bob Rankin were there. They discussed many 22 
topics including Sage Grouse and Health Care. He said the next AGNC meeting 23 
would be held in New Castle.  24 
GCE – Mayor Pro Tem Leland said GCE had their second meeting with Xcel Energy, 25 
and Councilor Russi had challenged Xcel to allow virtual net monitoring, which 26 
meant that the energy produced by solar panels could be distributed amongst all 27 
the meters that the town owned.  28 
 29 
MOTION: Councilor Russi made a motion to allow the meeting to go past 30 
10:00 p.m. Councilor Leland seconded the motion and it passed 31 
unanimously.  32 
 33 
Councilor Russi said he had also asked that Xcel not lobby against array owners at 34 
the PUC and their desire to have virtual net monitoring. They agreed that they were 35 
not, but he said he was uncertain.  36 
Mayor Pro Tem Leland said that it appeared that people who were building new 37 
homes were not taking advantage of the rebates offered by GCE and Xcel for 38 
energy saving devices in the home. He suggested that rebate information be 39 
provided to people either during the planning or inspection stage of a home build. 40 
 41 
Council Comments 42 
 43 
Councilor Metzger asked if Administrator Baker if he had spoken to Rosie, and he 44 
said he had not because he had other priority items he wanted to take care of 45 
before he contacted Ms. Ferrin. 46 
Councilor Metzger said that she did not feel that entryway sign project was 47 
appropriate for the Downtown Group. Councilor Russi said he would work with 48 
Councilor Metzger on the sign. Mayor Pro Tem Leland said that the planning 49 
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department should have a copy of the stone monument design done by the 1 
committee years ago. 2 
Councilor Metzger said that Hilltop would be meeting with Steve Craven to discuss a 3 
possible land purchase. 4 
Councilor Metzger said she had been working with Kim at City Market regarding an 5 
expansion, but she did not feel much was happening yet.  6 
Councilor Metzger said that the golf course manager at Lakota was frustrated with 7 
the clubhouse project because Warrior seemed to be moving very slow making 8 
decisions on the finishes. 9 
Councilor Metzger asked when the town Christmas party would be. Administrator 10 
Baker said it would be on December 20 at 2 Coronas. 11 
Councilor Metzger said she had the building plans for the dismantled building that 12 
was on the La Roca property, and she knew someone who wanted to buy it.  13 
Councilor Metzger said there was a mountain lion in the area north of Wagon 14 
Wheel. Mayor Pro Tem asked the Clerk Harrison put information on the town 15 
website on living with wildlife.  16 
Councilor Owens said that the school district had an app that he had on his phone 17 
for notifications, and he wondered if the town could do something similar. Clerk 18 
Harrison said she would look into it. 19 
Councilor Owens thanked the staff for the budget. He also thanked public works for 20 
getting rid of the graffiti under the bridge.  21 
Councilor Hazelton said that his daughter was studying New Castle history. He also 22 
said that the bridge at Rollie Gordon Park had a hole in it. 23 
Councilor G Riddile said that the Rollie Gordon Trail had a few posts that were 24 
missing, and part of the trail was washing out. Administrator Baker said he would 25 
have public works look into it.  26 
Councilor Russi said it was amazing what a great staff New Castle had. He also 27 
thanked everyone for the budget. 28 
MOTION: Councilor Owens made a motion to adjourn. Councilor Metzger 29 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  30 
 31 
The meeting adjourned at 10:22 p.m. 32 
 33 
 34 
Respectfully submitted, 35 
 36 

              37 
       Mayor Pro Tem Bruce Leland 38 

       39 
Town Clerk Melody Harrison, CMC 40 

 41 
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