






Merle E. Means 
841 Mountain View Drive 
New Castle, Colorado 81647 
(970) 309-3096 
merlemeans@mac.com 
 
Wednesday, April 9, 2014 

 
Ms. Melody Harrison 
Clerk of the Town of New Castle, Colorado 
450 West Main Street 
New Castle, Colorado 81647 
mharrison@newcastlecolorado.org 
 
Dear Ms. Harrison: 
 
I am writing today to submit my name as a candidate for appointment to the New Castle Town 
Council. 
 
My entire adult life has been one of service to my community and to my country. I served in the 
Air Force, where I was an F-4 Phantom fighter jet instructor in South Vietnam. After leaving the 
Air Force, I served as a motorcycle officer and forensic chemist in the Denver Police Department. 
I attended the University of Washington in Seattle as an adult student where I earned degrees in 
anthropology and comparative religion. For 26 years, I’ve served my community as an interfaith 
minister, performing weddings, conducting funerals and memorials, and working with hospice 
patients.  
 
I have lived in New Castle for 14 of those years. My history of public service to the Town of 
New Castle began when I served on the Town Council from 2008 to 2010. I was appointed to the 
Parks, Open Space, and Trails Commission, the Planning and Zoning Commission, and the 
Historical Preservation Commission. During my tenure on the Council, I focused on 
accountability for companies looking to develop real estate and public spaces. I was instrumental 
in the creation and direction of the Grand River Park, ensuring that we gained a public space that 
contained more than just soccer fields. 
 
Though I stepped down from the Council in 2010 due to a work conflict, my interest in serving 
New Castle did not end.  I was just last year appointed again as a Commissioner to the Planning 
and Zoning Commission, where I am privileged to continue to serve the people of our great town. 
 
I thank you and the Council for considering me for the position. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Merle E. Means 
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