
Memorandum 
 
 
To:  Mayor and Council 
 
From:  Tom Baker, Town Administrator 
 
Date:  April 16, 2013 
 
Re:  Water Discussion 

 
Purpose:  The purpose of this item is to follow on two Town Council requests: 

 
1. In a past water workshop Council inquired about the possibility of securing a 

long-term lease on the Coryell water rights the town secured during the 2012 
irrigation season.  John W, Tim C, Bob Gordon and I met several times to review 
our options and discussed a strategy with Mike Sawyer.  Mike has prepared a 
lease document that reflects this thinking for Council review and direction. 

 
2. At last months regular Council meeting, Council requested a discussion of the 

town’s drought policy and possible actions that may be needed if the drought 
condition continues from last year.  To inform this discussion, staff has attached 
two documents: 2013 Water Supply letter from Mike Sawyer dated March 29th; 
and the Town of New Castle Drought Plan Regulatory Policy 2012. 

 
In preparation for the drought discussion Mike Sawyer identified the following 
areas for discussion: 

 In terms of water restrictions for lawns and gardens – review triggers and 
reauthorize drought measures; 

 Raw water and potable water use the same water rights and conservation 
measures should apply to both types of water; 

 Ensure Lakota understands the Lakota Agreement – Colorado River water 
is available for their use but must pay pump costs – est. $13k-$15k/month; 

 Customer education:  when implementing drought policy provide a utility 
bill insert explaining what, why, how and when.  This will be good 
information and it will provide Mindy, Wendy and Melody with an 
approach to customer complaints when concerns are raised “Thank you for 
calling, was the billing insert about the drought and the town’s drought 
measures helpful to you?”  

 
Thank you 

















Town of New Castle 
Drought Plan Regulatory Policy 

2012 
 
The Town of New Castle and surrounding areas outside the town limits including most of 
the State of Colorado is experiencing drought conditions of significant concern. The state 
has experienced the worst snowpack conditions in the last decade, and the forecast is for 
continuing below-average precipitation in northwest Colorado through July. Snowpacks 
in many river basins reached their peak 6 weeks ahead of normal, in some cases by 
March 2nd. In addition, everything is lining up for a fire season that could be very volatile 
this summer. Soil moisture content, which is normally 60% - 70% in mid-May, is 
currently between 5% and 10%. The Bureau of Land Management has issued a fire ban 
and it includes land directly and adjacent to New Castle town limits. 
 
For these reasons the Town of New Castle formally adopts a Town Policy which adheres 
to the following section of the Municipal Code: 
 
 At any time the water available to the town is insufficient to provide unlimited 
 usage to all customers, the town administrator or town council shall be 
 authorized and empowered to ration and limit the usage of water for other than 
 in-house uses for such periods of time and under such rules and regulations as the 
 town administrator or town council shall from time to time adopt. Rationing and 
 limitation of usage shall become effective on the day following the publication in 
 a legal newspaper of general circulation in the town of the regulations governing 
 the rationing and limitation upon such water usage. (Ord. 2002-5 § 4 (part); 
 prior code § 11-16-010 
 
Notice: 
 
 Notice of water use restrictions shall be given by publication in a newspaper of 
 general circulation. In the event of a water supply emergency declared by the 
 Town Administrator, notice of water use restrictions may be given by delivery of 
 a flyer delivered to property served with Town water. 
 
Phase 1 
  

 Triggers: 
 

1) Spion-Kopp call  
 * Town diverts some of Red Rock ditch water rights to Lakota 
 Canyon Ranch Golf Course at the KSE pump station 
 * No Colorado River pumping required 
 
2) Reduction in flow to Red Rock ditch 

 
   * Colorado River pump station will be turned on  



 
 

A. Property owners who use Town water for irrigation (either from the Town’s 
potable system or a raw water irrigation system) are restricted in their use 
effective on the following day after public notice to irrigating lawns, trees, 
shrubs and other vegetation planted in the ground to two hours, between the 
hours of twelve a.m. to ten a.m. and six p.m. to midnight. Irrigation is limited 
to every other day based on odd and even address numbers. Addresses ending 
in odd numbers may irrigate on odd days, and addresses ending in even 
numbers may irrigate on even days. 

  
B. Exemption Permits. An exemption permit can be issued for the purpose of 

watering newly installed landscaping, lawns and trees. Water exemption 
permits are limited to irrigating four hours per day for a period of thirty days 
in one calendar year. Water usage is subject to water rates then in effect. 

 
C. Restrictions on Town. The town government shall abide by the watering 

restrictions and exemptions set forth in this section. The town is restricted in 
its use of water for street cleaning or emergency purposes except for life-
safety situations. The Town may reduce watering parks and open spaces or 
share Colorado River pump costs with Lakota Canyon Ranch. 

 
D. Construction Water. Town water is limited in use for construction purposes 

from a hydrant or otherwise, including but not limited to tire washing, dust 
suppression, and to clean construction debris from streets. At the discretion of 
the Public Works Director, a valid permit from the town may be issued for the 
sale of bulk water. 

 
E. Recreational Water Use. Water use restrictions shall not apply to children’s 

games or activities that utilize water so long as at least one child is actively 
participating in the game or activity while the water is being used. Unattended 
running sprinklers or water toys shall be subject to fines applicable to 
unauthorized irrigation. 

 
Phase II 
 

 Triggers: 
 

1) Red Rock ditch call 
2) Ware and Hinds calls out Town’s Coryell ditch rights 

   * Colorado Pump station costs proportionally shared with Lakota  
   Canyon Ranch 
 
 

A. Property owners who use Town water for irrigation (either from the Town’s 
potable system or a raw water irrigation system) are restricted in their use 



effective on the following day after public notice to irrigating lawns, trees, 
shrubs to two times a week for two hours between the hours of twelve a.m. to 
ten a.m. and six p.m. to midnight. 

  
B. Exemption Permits. An exemption permit will not be issued for the purpose of 

watering newly installed landscaping, lawns and trees unless the applicant can 
demonstrate to the Town Administrator a need that outweighs the benefit of 
not allowing for an exemption permit e.g. new commercial business or 
subdivision that grades raw land that will be subject to noxious weed growth 
unless mitigated by seeding the property and including landscape such as 
trees, shrubs, drought tolerant plants, etc. 

  
C. Restrictions on Town. The town government shall abide by the watering 

restrictions and exemptions set forth in this section. The town shall restrict its 
use of water for street cleaning or emergency purposes except for life-safety 
situations. The Town shall reduce watering parks and open spaces and share 
Colorado River pump costs with Lakota Canyon Ranch. 

 
D. Construction Water. Town water shall be limited in use for construction 

purposes from a hydrant or otherwise, including but not limited to tire 
washing, dust suppression, and to clean construction debris from streets. At 
the discretion of the Town Administrator, a valid permit from the town may 
be issued for the sale of bulk water 

 
E. Recreational Water Use. Water use restrictions shall not apply to children’s 

games or activities that utilize water so long as at least one child is actively 
participating in the game or activity while the water is being used. Unattended 
running sprinklers or water toys shall be subject to fines applicable to 
unauthorized irrigation. 

 
F. Washing vehicles, sidewalks and driveways. It is strongly recommended that 

residents utilize the commercial businesses in town that provide car washing 
services and to limit the amount of time it takes to wash your sidewalk and 
driveway. Car washing facilities utilize conservation measures that will reduce 
water consumption. Washing of sidewalks and driveways is strongly 
discouraged. 

 
   
Phase III 
 

 Triggers: 
 

1) Elk Creek is so low it cannot physically divert water  
   * Colorado River pump station supports potable water to the Town 
 
 



 
A. Property owners who use Town water for irrigation (either from the Town’s 

potable system or a raw water irrigation system) are restricted in their use 
effective on the following day after public notice to irrigating lawns, trees, 
shrubs and other vegetation planted in the ground to once per week for two 
hours between the hours of twelve a.m. to ten a.m. and six p.m. to midnight. 

  
B. Exemption Permits. An exemption permit will not be issued for the purpose of 

watering newly installed landscaping, lawns and trees. New commercial and 
subdivision developments can be issued an exemption permit for the purpose 
of dust suppression and noxious weed control. The number of hours and days 
one can use water is determined by the Town Administrator on a case-by-case 
basis. 

 
C. Restrictions on Town. The town government shall abide by the watering 

restrictions and exemptions set forth in this section. The town shall not use 
water for street cleaning. Water may be used for emergency purposes such as  
those situations surrounding life-safety. The Town shall eliminate watering 
parks and open spaces. 

 
D. Construction Water. Town water shall not be used for construction purposes 

from a hydrant or otherwise, including but not limited to tire washing, dust 
suppression, and to clean construction debris from streets.  

 
E. Recreational Water Use. Voluntary water use restrictions shall apply to 

children’s games or activities that utilize water so long as at least one child is 
actively participating in the game or activity while the water is being used. 
Children’s games or activities that utilize water shall be restricted to one hour 
each day. Unattended running sprinklers or water toys shall be subject to fines 
applicable to unauthorized irrigation. 

 
F. Washing vehicles, sidewalks & driveways. Use of personal (VS Commercial 

car washes) potable and raw water is not allowed to wash vehicles, sidewalks 
and driveways. 
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