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New Castle Town Council Meeting 
Tuesday, April 2, 2013, 6:30 p.m., Town Hall 

 
Call to Order 
Mayor Breslin called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Roll Call 
 Present Councilor Russi 
   Councilor Riddile 
   Councilor Metzger 
   Mayor Breslin 
   Councilor Gordon 
   Councilor Leland 
   Councilor Stuckey 
 Absent None 
 
Also present at the meeting were Town Administrator Tom Baker, Town Clerk Melody 
Harrison, Town Planner Tim Cain, Human Resources Manager Mike Edgar, Public Works 
Director John Wenzel and members of the public. 
 
Meeting Notice 
Clerk Harrison verified that her office gave notice of the meeting in accordance with 
Resolution TC-2013-1. 
 
Conflicts of Interest 
There were no conflicts of interest. 
 
Citizen Comments on Items NOT on Agenda 
There were no citizen comments. 
 
Items for Consideration 
 
Waste Hauler Interviews 
Town Administrator Tom Baker thanked Town Planner Tim Cain for his hard work on the 
Waste Hauler RFP and the presentation for the council.  He also thanked Waste 
Management and MRI for the proposals they submitted. 
Administrator Baker told the council that the intended goal was for the council to interview 
each applicant and if they could, to give direction to the staff and the town attorney to 
draft a contract with the selected provider that addresses the representations in the 
proposal and the interview. He said the contract would come back to council on April 16th 
for their approval. 
Administrator Baker said that each applicant would take approximately twenty minutes to 
make their presentation to the council and fifteen minutes to answer questions. Staff had 
posted a list of specific points on items that were not clear in one or both proposals, and 
provided a list of interview questions and a scoring matrix the council could use. Last he 
said that Clerk Harrison had received e-mail comments from a Mr. Dan Cokley, Mr. Bill 
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Wentzel and Mr. & Mrs. Miernicki. The comments were provided to the council and would 
be part of the official record.   
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Administrator Baker invited Waste Management to address the council. 
Aaron Diaz, Municipal Representative for Waste Management. 
Mr. Diaz thanked the council for the opportunity to have provided a proposal for the 
council's consideration. He also thanked the town staff for their assistance through the 
process.  
Mr. Diaz reviewed his company's proposal in depth for the council. 
 
Don Van Devander, General Manager of MRI, introduced himself to the council. He also 
introduced Herman Aardsma, Director of Operations.  
Mr. Van Devander reviewed his company's proposal in depth for the council. Mr. Van 
Devander brought some updated information for the council to review and passed the 
information out during his presentation. 
 
Citizen comments:  
Eileen Wysocki, New Castle resident. Ms. Wysocki told the council she had talked to as 
many as 25 of her neighbors and said that the single biggest issue she noted was that 
most of them preferred the weekly recycling service as provided by MRI. She also and felt 
the prices offered by MRI were more competitive, and their educational proponent was 
good. Mary Lou Haflinger, New Castle resident, agreed with Ms. Wysocki.  
Doug Denio, New Castle resident, told the council that some years ago when he was on 
the New Castle Environmental Advisory Board, they had a team going door to door 
promoting citizen recycle efforts without much success. When MRI introduced weekly 
recycling, Mr. Denio felt recycling increased significantly on his street. He was concerned 
that every-other-week recycling as proposed by Waste Management (WM) would be not 
be good. He also was concerned about the very large recycle bin proposed by WM cause 
people to place the trash and recycle bins outside which was unsightly and against the 
HOA covenants. 
 
Councilor Leland felt that the idea of adding lids to the small, square recycle bins provided 
by MRI would be a nice addition to prevent recycle items from blowing around the streets.  
Councilor Riddile said that one of the e-mail comments stated a fifty-thousand dollar 
difference in the proposals. He calculated it at a $45k savings with MRI. The other two e-
mail comments said they were please with the service from MRI. Councilor Riddile said 
that along with the supportive statements from the three citizens in the audience, it was 
his opinion the council should go with MRI.  
Councilor Stuckey felt that the staff at MRI provided better service and were more mindful 
of private property. 
Mayor Breslin said he liked WM when they provided service to the town previously and 
was not inclined to change providers last time the contract was up for renewal in 2010. 
Being a downtown resident without an HOA, he has not had to deal with covenants. He 
felt both companies had good customer service and educational programs and he enjoyed 
reading the proposals. Mayor Breslin said MRI has provided good customer service, their 
staff was friendly, and the costs was better. 
Councilor Russi complimented both companies on their excellent presentations and 
thanked them for the extensive information they provided on recycling. He felt the 
deciding factor for him was the weekly recycle program with MRI. 
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Councilor Leland said he initially had several comments, but the other councilors had 
already said them. 
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Direction to staff for Waste Hauler Services 
MOTION: Councilor Metzger made a motion to approve awarding the three year 
waste hauler contract to MRI. Councilor Gordon seconded the motion.  
Discussion: Administrator Baker told council that if the motion passed, staff would work 
with the town attorney to draft a contract that would come back to the council at the next 
meeting for their approval.  
The motion passed on a roll call vote: Councilor Gordon: yes, Councilor Stuckey: 
yes; Councilor Metzger: yes; Councilor Riddile: yes; Councilor Russi: yes; Mayor 
Breslin: yes and Councilor Leland: yes. 
 
Consideration of letter to BLM 
Allyn Harvey, Trustee for the Town of Carbondale.  
Mr. Harvey told the council he grew up in Western Colorado and recalls the 1982 crash, 
and knows people whose lives were profoundly changed by the event. He said he has 
followed the oil shale issue closely, and felt the BLM policy was smart and deserved a 
thank you and letter of support for their efforts. Since the Town of New Castle had 
previously supported the BLM on the issue, he drafted a letter and proposed it be sent to 
Secretary Salazar.  
The council discussed the letter and felt was well written. 
MOTION: Councilor Leland made a motion to authorize the mayor to sign the 
letter to Secretary Salazar. Councilor Riddile seconded the motion. 
Discussion: Mayor Breslin said he wanted to edit the letter, and asked the council for their 
approval, offering to have Clerk Harrison deliver his edited version to them via e-mail for 
their review before sending. 
The motion passed on a roll call vote: Councilor Metzger: yes; Councilor Stuckey: 
yes; Mayor Breslin: yes; Councilor Russi: yes; Councilor Riddile: no; Councilor 
Leland: yes; and Councilor Gordon: no. 
 
Consent Agenda 
Minutes of the March 19, 2013 Council Meeting 
March Bills of $351,713.12 
Hongs Garden Liquor License Renewal 
Mayor Breslin offered a few corrections to the minutes.  
MOTION: Mayor Breslin made a motion to approve the consent agenda with 
corrections. Councilor Riddile seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Breslin said that in the bills for March there was a bill for Tri-County Fire to service 
fire extinguishers and wondered if there was a less-expensive alternative. He offered 
North West Council of Governments and their implementation of an elevator inspection 
program as an example. He thought perhaps it could be researched. 
 
Committee Reports 
Planning & Zoning – nothing to report 
Climate Action Advisory Committee – nothing to report 
Historic Preservation – nothing to report 
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POSTR – Councilor Russi said there was a POSTR meeting the next evening. Councilor 
Gordon felt the trail from New Castle to Canyon Creek should be focused on and 
completed. He felt it would be a huge economic development benefit. The council agreed. 
Councilor Russi said he would discuss it and some grant opportunities at the POSTR 
meeting. 
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Staff Reports 
Town Administrator – Administrator Baker told the council there would be a meeting at 
the River Center on April 22 regarding community needs. Mayor Breslin said he would 
attend.  The next 125th Anniversary Committee Meeting was scheduled for Thursday, April 
4 at 4:15 p.m. On Tuesday, April 9 at 8:30 a.m., the staff had an ICS model practice 
related to the motorless parade. A meeting was scheduled on April 9 at 7:30 p.m. at the 
fire station regarding the 2009 fire code. Councilor Leland said he could attend it. On April 
11 at 4:00 p.m. there would be a meeting in regard to Kathy Kopf's downtown plan, and 
on the same evening at 6:00 p.m. a meeting about native turf grass. Administrator Baker 
said Clerk Harrison would send a schedule of meetings out to the council.   
Town Clerk - Clerk Harrison asked the council how detailed they wanted the waste hauler 
interviews to be in the minutes. Administrator Baker offered that the interviews could be 
action minutes, but that some detail be included in the council discussion and motion. The 
council agreed. Clerk Harrison said she had nothing to report since she had been on 
vacation. 
Public Works Director – not present 
Town Planner – not present 
 
Council Comments 
Mayor Breslin thanked Administrator Baker, Councilor Russi and Engineer Jeff Simonson 
for going to Denver and presenting the town's DOLA grant. 
Councilor Metzger told the council that Patty Ringer had voiced her concern that the town 
had not provided lighting for the sign at the east end of town. Administrator Baker said he 
would have staff look into solar lights and bring the information back to the council. 
Councilor Metzger asked if the town would be implementing watering restrictions this 
year, and Administrator Baker said the town drought policy would be on the April 16 
council agenda for their consideration. She also asked if Lazy Bear Restaurant would have 
their liquor license by May 11. Clerk Harrison said they would not have their liquor license 
by then, but that the restaurant would be open nonetheless. 
Councilor Leland said that since a roundabout and pedestrian bridge were going to be built 
in New Castle, the council should begin to think about the aesthetics of them. Lights on 
the bridge and what would be in the middle of the roundabout. 
Councilor Stuckey said he thought the pedestrian bridge should be have some design 
elements that make it an element of New Castle. Perhaps bridge lighting as a repeating 
theme into the downtown area. The council liked the idea.  
Mayor Breslin asked the council if they thought recording cameras were appropriate 
should they decide to put a recycle drop-off at the public works maintenance facility. 
Administrator Baker thought the council should carefully consider a recycle drop-off 
because it would be extremely difficult to monitor and manage, and made him 
uncomfortable. Mayor Breslin said the council could keep it in mind for a future discussion. 
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Councilor Gordon said he had read the manager's report and saw that a staff committee 
had been working on a space/needs analysis for the police department. Administrator 
Baker said the discussion would come to council on April 16. 
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Councilor Gordon said that he had attended a Senior Programs meeting and learned that 
there were several Traveler vans that would be retired, and thought it may be a good 
opportunity for the town to try and obtain one of the vans for our various programs.  
 
 
MOTION: Councilor Metzger made a motion to adjourn. Councilor Russi seconded 
the motion and it passed unanimously.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
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        Mayor Frank Breslin 
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Town Clerk Melody Harrison 
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