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 3 
New Castle Town Council Meeting 4 

Tuesday, July 16, 2013, 7:00 p.m., Town Hall 5 
 6 
Call to Order 7 
Mayor Breslin called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 8 
 9 
Pledge of Allegiance 10 
 11 
Roll Call 12 
 Present Councilor Russi 13 

Councilor Riddile 14 
   Councilor Metzger 15 
   Mayor Breslin 16 
   Councilor Gordon 17 
   Councilor Leland 18 
   Councilor Stuckey 19 
 20 
Also present at the meeting were Town Administrator Tom Baker, Town Clerk Melody 21 
Harrison, Human Resources Manager Mike Edgar and members of the public. 22 
  23 
Meeting Notice 24 
Town Clerk Melody Harrison verified that her office gave notice of the meeting in 25 
accordance with Resolution TC-2013-1. 26 
 27 
Conflicts of Interest 28 
There were no conflicts of interest. 29 
 30 
Citizen Comments on Items NOT on Agenda 31 
There were no citizen comments. 32 
 33 
Consultant Reports 34 
Consultant Attorney – nothing to report 35 
Consultant Planner – not present 36 
Consultant Engineer – not present 37 
 38 
Agenda Changes 39 
There were no agenda changes. 40 
 41 
Items for Consideration 42 
 43 
 44 
Downtown Group Clean-Up Awards 45 
Mayor Breslin read the statements on the awards certificate. He presented an award to 46 
Jim and Samantha Shrull for “Most Improved Business,” to Margie Davis and Milt Huffine 47 
for “Most Improved Residence,” and to Ward Samuelson for the “Hardest Working 48 



 

Town Council Meeting                                                      2 
Tuesday, July 16, 2013 

Volunteer.” Cleyo and Rosie Ferrin were awarded the “Most Appreciative Citizen” award. 1 
They were unable to attend the meeting.  2 
Mayor Breslin and the council thanked Kathy Kopf for starting the Downtown Group and 3 
her efforts to beautify the town.  4 
Margie Davis asked the council if anything would be done to remove the tumbleweeds 5 
from the alleys in the downtown area. Mayor Breslin said public works had recently cut 6 
the weeds in the alley down. 7 
 8 
 9 
Ordinance 2013-5 – An Ordinance of the New Castle Town Council Prohibiting 10 
Retail Marijuana Stores (second reading) 11 
 12 
 13 
MOTION: Councilor Gordon made a motion to approve Ordinance 2013-5, An 14 
Ordinance of the New Castle Town Council Prohibiting Retail Marijuana Stores on 15 
second reading. Councilor Metzger seconded the motion. 16 
Discussion: Councilor Riddile read an article in the post independent regarding medical 17 
marijuana Concerned that the state does not know what is going on and feels that 18 
regardless the new rules, that state is not managing the medical marijuana system well, 19 
so he had concerns about retail sales and the state’s ability to manage retail marijuana 20 
licensing. He felt it was a wise move for the council to ban retail sales of medical 21 
marijuana. 22 
The motion passed on a roll call vote: Councilor Russi: yes; Councilor Gordon: 23 
Yes; Councilor Stuckey: yes; Councilor Riddile: yes; Mayor Breslin: yes; Councilor 24 
Leland: yes; Councilor Metzger: yes.  25 

 26 
 27 

Grants Update 28 
Administrator Baker told the council that the town currently had two Colorado Department 29 
of Transportation (CDOT) grant applications under review. One grant was for the 30 
pedestrian bridge and one for the roundabout. Awards information for them would be 31 
released in mid-September. He said staff was working on a Department of Local Affairs 32 
(DOLA) grant application for the pedestrian bridge that was due August 1. If the town 33 
received the CDOT grant, the DOLA grant would be unnecessary. Also coming up at the 34 
end of August three other grant opportunities: a Great Outdoors Colorado grant, one 35 
Federal Mineral Lease District (FMLD) mini grant and one standard FMLD grant.  36 
The mini grant will be for trail planning for a trail to Canyon Creek, and he thought Lower 37 
Valley Trails Group  would provide assistance. The standard FMLD grant will be for the 38 
sports park in Lakota 39 
The council and staff had brief discussion about the upcoming grant opportunities, how 40 
they might affect economic development and how staff should proceed with applications. 41 
 42 
Business Incentives Discussion 43 
Councilor Leland told the council the list was a combination of incentives put together by 44 
the Associated Governments of Northwest Colorado and the City of Rifle. He said he 45 
thought the council needed to decide what municipal incentives New Castle would provide. 46 
The council discussed the incentives list at length, agreeing that the list for New Castle 47 
needed to be tailored the Town’s needs. They also agreed that the EQR table for water 48 
taps needed to be reconsidered and a review process for applications should be created. 49 
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Councilor Leland said once the list was complete, it could be put on the town website, on 1 
the Rifle Regional Economic Development Corporation website and paper copies to staff 2 
for distribution to interested parties. Administrator Baker said he would write an outline 3 
for the council to consider, and the council agreed it should be an agenda item for the 4 
council retreat on September 14. 5 
 6 
Consent Agenda 7 
 8 
Minutes of the June 26, 2013 special council meeting 9 
The council offered a few corrections to the June 26, 2013 meeting minutes. 10 
MOTION: Councilor Gordon made a motion to approve the minutes of the June 11 
26, 2013 special council meeting as amended. Mayor Breslin seconded the 12 
motion and it passed unanimously.  13 
 14 
 15 
Minutes of the July 2, 2013 council meeting. 16 
Councilor Leland offered a few correction to the July 2, 2013 meeting minutes.  17 
MOTION: Councilor Gordon made a motion to approve the minutes of the July 2, 18 
2013 meeting minutes as amended. Mayor Breslin seconded the motion and it 19 
passed unanimously.  20 
 21 
Skybeam Contract Addendum 22 
Resolution TC-2013-16 – Approving a DOLA Grant Application 23 
MOTION: Mayor Breslin made a motion to approve the remaining consent 24 
agenda. Councilor Metzger seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  25 

 26 
Committee Reports 27 
Planning & Zoning – Mayor Breslin said the Planning & Zoning Commission had a meeting 28 
on marijuana growing, manufacturing, and testing facilities and will send their 29 
recommendation to the council.  30 
Climate Action Advisory Committee – nothing to report 31 
Historic Preservation – Councilor Leland said that creation of a walking map of downtown 32 
was in progress and would be coming to council for funding soon. Councilor Metzger asked 33 
who the chairperson was. Clerk Harrison said it was still Linda Holley as she had not 34 
resigned. 35 
Councilor Metzger told Clerk Harrison that Deputy Clerk Wendy Mead had not been 36 
sending the P&Z agenda to the council members, Clerk Harrison said she would make sure 37 
it happened in the future. 38 
POSTR – nothing to report 39 
 40 
Staff Reports 41 
Town Administrator – Administrator Baker told the council that the next 125th Anniversary 42 
planning meeting would be on July 24 at 4:15 in council chambers. He said that the River 43 
Center will hold a spaghetti fundraising dinner on August 2 in Burning Mountain Park from 44 
5 to 8 p.m. He said he received an e-mail for a DOLA training on governance on August 45 
21. The course looked good, but may not be practical because it was a five hour drive to 46 
Pueblo, and there was a council meeting the night before. Ann Stuckey was working on a 47 
scope of project and budget for the Expose New Castle project, and he expected to bring 48 
it to the council on August 6. Administrator Baker said that a woman from Senior Housing 49 
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had been waiting on the bench outside town hall for several hours when Councilor Gordon 1 
asked her if she was ok. She said she needed a ride home. Councilor Gordon wanted a 2 
sign or something posted that would welcome people into the town hall if they needed out 3 
of the heat or needed help. He felt some more community outreach may help invite 4 
people in. Administrator Baker said the town had changed IT providers a few months 5 
earlier, and staff had seen a big improvement in the functionality of the computer 6 
systems. He said staff might come back to council later in the year to ask for additional 7 
funding for more upgrades to the system, and for a new phone system in 2014.  8 
Officer Chase Butcher has resigned from the police department to move closer to family in 9 
another state. There was a meeting scheduled to discuss options for staffing in the PD. 10 
Administrator Baker said several weeks earlier there had been an incident across the river 11 
where a citizen was having difficulty, and the police department took the person to the 12 
county jail. They would not take the person, and the police ended taking them to the 13 
hospital. In situations such as this, the police department is responsible for security of the 14 
person during their stay at the hospital, and Citadel Security had to be hired to guard the 15 
person. He said in accounts payable there was an item for $6,000.00, and the town has 16 
petitioned the courts for restitution from the person who was guarded. Last, Administrator 17 
Baker said that the council might want to discuss the conference marketing idea to help 18 
economic development since New Hope Church will be opening their new building with a 19 
600-seat conference center.  20 
Town Clerk – Clerk Harrison told the council that the River Center had placed a collection 21 
box for school supplies at the town hall. She said the Chamber liquor license application 22 
for Burning Mountain Festival and the Chili Cook-Off would be on the next council agenda. 23 
Clerk Harrison reminded the council that the school district had been at the previous 24 
council meeting and told about a new committee that they were forming called Discover 25 
RE2. She told council she was interested in being on the committee if the council was 26 
comfortable with that. The council agreed. Clerk Harrison told the council that she was still 27 
researching whether staff could do their own background investigations for liquor licensing 28 
and would update the council when she had more information.  29 
Public Works Director – not present 30 
Town Planner – not present 31 
 32 
Council Comments 33 
Councilor Russi said that Garfield Clean Energy had met earlier in the month where there 34 
was a presentation by the county health department. He said the county adopted a fleet 35 
idling policy and would like the town to consider it. He said he would like permission from 36 
the council to bring the policy to the staff for appropriateness for the town. The council 37 
agreed. 38 
Councilor Leland said he had confirmation of an issue that Councilor Gordon had been 39 
talking about for some time, and that was the traffic concerns at 7th Street and Main 40 
Street. He said he saw an accident there recently, and thought the town should consider 41 
some improvements at that corner for safety. Administrator Baker said Police Chief had 42 
been working on the issue and had a proposal that needed to be reviewed by CDOT. 43 
Councilor Leland said Mayor Breslin, Councilor Gordon and himself had attended the 44 
governor’s meeting the previous week in Glenwood, and Councilor Gordon had invited the 45 
governor to New Castle. Councilor Gordon said Clerk Harrison had sent an invitation to the 46 
governor. The council briefly discussed what they would do should the governor accept. 47 
Last, Councilor Leland said that Code Administrator Tim Cain had taken some action with 48 
the perpetual garage sale taking place on his street.  49 
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Mayor Breslin said he had heard that some remaining lots in Castle Ridge were going to 1 
be sold, and more home will be built.  2 
Councilor Stuckey asked if Centurylink would be reseeding the areas in town where they 3 
have done work and Administrator Baker said they had a performance deposit that would 4 
not be returned until the work was done.  5 
Councilor Gordon said he and Councilor Riddile had a conversation about economic 6 
development and New Castle being a smaller business area. He felt the 125th Anniversary 7 
events and community picnics with a movie are grass roots movements that enhance the 8 
town and promote economic development. He felt the town should continue with similar 9 
events to bring people downtown and into town. If the governor does come to visit, he 10 
thought a community BBQ in the park would be a great thing. It is economic development 11 
in its purest state.  12 
 13 
MOTION: Councilor Russi made a motion to adjourn. Councilor Riddile seconded 14 
the motion and it passed unanimously. 15 
 16 
The meeting adjourned at 9:47 p.m. 17 
 18 
Respectfully Submitted, 19 
 20 
 21 
              22 
               23 
        Mayor Frank Breslin 24 
 25 
 26 
 27 
       28 
Town Clerk Melody Harrison 29 
  30 
 31 
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