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  1 
New Castle Town Council Meeting 2 

Tuesday, June 18, 2013, 7:30 p.m., Town Hall 3 
 4 
Call to Order 5 
Mayor Breslin called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 6 
 7 
Pledge of Allegiance 8 
 9 
Roll Call 10 
 Present Councilor Russi 11 
   Councilor Riddile 12 
   Councilor Metzger 13 
   Mayor Breslin 14 
   Councilor Gordon 15 
   Councilor Leland 16 
   Councilor Stuckey 17 
 Absent None 18 
 19 
Also present were Town Administrator Tom Baker, Town Clerk Melody Harrison, Human 20 
Resources Manager Mike Edgar, Town Planner Tim Cain, and Consultant Attorney David 21 
Smith. 22 
 23 
Meeting Notice 24 
Clerk Harrison verified that her office gave notice of the meeting in accordance with 25 
Resolution TC-2013-1. 26 
 27 
Conflicts of Interest 28 
There were no conflicts of interest. 29 
 30 
Citizen Comments on Items NOT on Agenda 31 
There were no citizen comments. 32 
 33 
Consultant Reports 34 
Consultant Attorney – nothing to report 35 
Consultant Planner – not present 36 
Consultant Engineer – not present 37 
 38 
Agenda Changes 39 
MOTION: Councilor Russi made a motion to move the Request for Extension of 40 
Vested Rights to the beginning of the meeting. Councilor Stuckey seconded the 41 
motion and it passed unanimously. 42 
 43 
Items for Consideration 44 
 45 
Consider Request for Extension of Vested Right for CVR Investors 46 
Consultant Attorney David Smith told the council that CVR Investors was asking for an 47 
extension of their vested rights for Castle Valley Ranch for a period of thirty years. The 48 
applicant was not asking for anything else. He explained how vested rights benefitted both 49 
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the developer and the town. Councilor Leland clarified that vested rights helped protect 1 
the town should the developer not meet their obligations to the town, and Attorney Smith 2 
agreed. The council discussed water rights and open space dedications.  3 
Aaron Atkinson, CVR Investors, addressed the council. He told them that because of the 4 
economy, development was moving slowly and although an additional thirty years seemed 5 
like a long time, it was in keeping with the economic trends.  6 
Steve Craven, CVR Investors, agreed with Mr. Atkinson saying that the subdivision had 7 
built out fifty-seven (57) percent in the first thirty years, and it may take another thirty 8 
years to build the rest of the development. He said lending was becoming more and more 9 
difficult to obtain and vested rights helped.  10 
Councilor Russi said that he thought perhaps 15 years was more sensible, and the reason 11 
was because of changing values that are often related to climate, energy and water. He 12 
asked the applicants how they felt about agreeing to a conditional approval by which the 13 
applicant had to reference to the value statements in the New Castle Comprehensive Plan 14 
if the council agreed to a longer term. The applicants were uncertain how that would work 15 
because of changing values. 16 
Councilor Riddile said he did few calculations and he felt that it would take more than 17 
fifteen years for Castle Valley to build out, and he was in favor of a longer period, but was 18 
not sure what was appropriate. 19 
Councilor Russi explained that the town had done extensive research and work on the 20 
comprehensive plan, and felt it was essential that it be considered in future development. 21 
He felt it was a fair condition of approval for an extended period of vested rights. It does 22 
not bind an applicant to any certain floor plan or change densities; it only says that an 23 
applicant has reviewed the comprehensive plan and understood the town’s value 24 
statements.   25 
Administrator Baker said he thought Councilor Russi was asking for was notice to 26 
everyone that there was an active comprehensive plan that would be amended in the 27 
future and it was something to pay attention to. It was not binding or something an 28 
applicant would not do anyhow, but that it was something the town felt was important. 29 
Councilor Gordon thought it was appropriate to require a consideration of the 30 
comprehensive plan. Councilor Riddile agreed adding that he thought thirty (30) years 31 
should be given. 32 
 33 
MOTION: Councilor Russi made a motion to approve Resolution TC-2013-15, A 34 
Resolution of the New Castle Town Council Approving an Extension of Vested 35 
Rights for Castle Valley Ranch for a period of twenty (20) years and that future 36 
development applications shall demonstrate consideration of the value 37 
statements in the New Castle Comprehensive Plan extant. The motion died for 38 
lack of a second. 39 
 40 
MOTION: Councilor Gordon made a motion to approve Resolution TC-2013-15, A 41 
Resolution of the New Castle Town Council Approving an Extension of Vested 42 
Rights for Castle Valley Ranch for a period of thirty (30) years and that future 43 
development applications shall demonstrate consideration of the value 44 
statements in the New Castle Comprehensive Plan extant. Councilor Riddile 45 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 46 
 47 
Consider Ordinance 2013-4 – An Ordinance of the New Castle Town Council 48 
Approving of an Amendment to Portions of Chapters 17.36 and 17.76 of the New 49 
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Castle Municipal Code Concerning the Requirements of Off-Street Parking and 1 
Conditional and Non-Permitted Uses in the C-1 Commercial District (second 2 
reading) 3 
Attorney Smith briefly described the ordinance to the council. 4 
 5 
MOTION: Councilor Gordon made a motion to approve Ordinance 2013-4, An 6 
Ordinance of the New Castle Town Council Approving of an Amendment to 7 
Portions of Chapters 17.36 and 17.76 of the New Castle Municipal Code 8 
Concerning the Requirements of Off-Street Parking and Conditional and Non-9 
Permitted Uses in the C-1 Commercial District on second reading. Councilor   10 
Stuckey seconded the motion and it passed on a roll call vote: Councilor Riddile: 11 
yes, Councilor Russi: yes; Councilor Gordon: yes; Councilor Leland: yes; 12 
Councilor Metzger: yes; Councilor Stuckey: yes and Mayor Breslin: yes.   13 
 14 

 15 
LoVa Request for Direction on the Disposition of Town Funds 16 
Administrator Baker explained to the council that Garfield County had not provided 17 
funding to LoVa for the trail in South Canyon, and that the LoVa Board had requested that 18 
the council direct them on what to do with the funds the Town had granted them since 19 
they would not be able to build the trail. The council agreed that LoVa should keep the 20 
funds, and that they should be used specifically for trail planning. 21 
MOTION: Councilor Riddile made a motion that LoVa should retain the grant 22 
funds and that the funds should be used to initiate planning for the trail from 23 
New Castle to Storm King Trail. Councilor Gordon seconded the motion and it 24 
passed unanimously.  25 
 26 
Good Neighbor Policy Discussion 27 
Administrator Baker told the council that staff had been working with the Town’s 28 
insurance carrier, CIRSA, and with local insurance adjusters concerning the damage done 29 
to several homes on Roderick Lane by a sewage backup. He explained that it was common 30 
for municipalities to have a “Good Neighbor Policy” that provided modest financial 31 
assistance to homeowners for damages caused by municipal utilities in circumstances 32 
where the municipal insurance carrier would not pay those damages. Pay out in the 33 
proposed policy allowed for a maximum of $4,000.00 per incident. 34 
The council felt it would be in the town’s interest to also require a waiver that excluded 35 
the recipient’s ability to sue the town in the future, and specifically stated that the good 36 
neighbor payment was not an admission of town liability. 37 
MOTION: Councilor Leland made a motion to approve the Good Neighbor Policy. 38 
Mayor Breslin seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  39 
Administrator Baker said he would work with the town attorneys on the waiver. 40 
 41 
Consent Agenda 42 
Minutes of the June 4, 2013 council meeting 43 
Elk Creek Mining Company Liquor License Renewal 44 
Resolution TC-2013-13 - A Resolution Supporting an Application for a RAMP Grant for the 45 
Pedestrian Bridge 46 
Resolution TC-2013-14 – A Resolution Supporting an Application for a RAMP Grant for the 47 
Roundabout  48 
SGM GIS Proposal 49 
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Councilor Leland noted that Colorado was misspelled in one of the resolutions and should 1 
be corrected. Clerk Harrison said she would make the correction. 2 
MOTION: Councilor Leland made a motion to approve the consent agenda as 3 
amended. Councilor Gordon seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 4 
 5 
 6 
Committee Reports 7 
Planning & Zoning – Mayor Breslin reminded the council they would be meeting with 8 
Planning & Zoning on June 26th for a public meeting regarding recreational marijuana. 9 
Administrator Baker said staff had posted meeting flyers around town, and he described 10 
the meeting and hearing process the town needed to go through to meet the October 1 11 
deadline. He also told council that Clerk Harrison had a CML newsletter that had good 12 
information regarding the marijuana rules. Councilor Gordon said he had a pros and cons 13 
list from a group called Responsible Colorado he could share. 14 
Climate Action Advisory Committee – nothing to report 15 
Historic Preservation – nothing to report 16 
POSTR – nothing to report 17 
 18 
Staff Reports 19 
Town Administrator – Administrator Baker told the council that the volunteers for the last 20 
community weekend June 14 and 15 had worked hard and the events were successful. 21 
Thank you cards will be sent out to everyone involved, particularly Councilor Leland. A 22 
debrief will take place where staff will evaluate the events. Mayor Breslin thanked 23 
Administrator Baker for his leadership. 24 
Town Clerk – Clerk Harrison asked the council if they would please pass a motion to hold 25 
a special meeting on June 26th.  26 
MOTION: Councilor Riddile made a motion to hold a special council meeting at 27 
7:00 p.m. June 26, 2013. Councilor Gordon seconded the motion and it passed 28 
unanimously. 29 
Councilor Russi said he would not be able to attend the June 26th meeting. 30 
Public Works Director – not present 31 
Town Planner – nothing to report. 32 
 33 
Council Comments 34 
Councilor Russi told the council that he and several other people had successfully 35 
participated in the radio signal drive test for public radio on Saturday, June 15. 36 
Mayor Breslin said he would send Administrator Baker information about the backwash 37 
pond from SGM. 38 
He also said that the Kuersten property would be going on the market. He asked if the 39 
council would be opposed to Administrator Baker sending a letter saying that New Castle 40 
would look favorably on a commercial development on the Kuersten property. Councilor 41 
Russi said that because New Castle has residential property overlooking the Kuersten 42 
piece, industrial uses should be discouraged. Councilor Leland felt New Castle should be 43 
involved in the discussions. Councilor Leland volunteered to meet with the listing agent. 44 
Mayor Breslin asked if someone was looking into the town’s lot at Shibui, if it had a public 45 
use dedication. Administrator Baker said Attorney McConaughy said the lot was not 46 
identified with a specific use.  47 
Councilor Gordon felt that it was necessary to focus on the downtown streetscape. 48 
Councilor Leland thought there might be DOLA funds available for it. 49 
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Councilor Gordon thought there should be consideration given to some form of traffic 1 
control at 7th Street and Main Street, something more than just the stop sign. 2 
Last, Councilor Gordon said that he thought Police Chief Sadler was one of the best 3 
employees the town has had. He felt that because of the tight economic times, it might be 4 
prudent to review the necessity of police personnel driving the police vehicles home. He 5 
also said that the recent improvements with community policing were very good. 6 
Councilor Leland said that the City of Rifle had a good list of business incentives that 7 
included county and enterprise zone incentives. He said he created a list for New Castle  8 
that he would forward to Administrator Baker.  9 
Councilor Metzger asked if town staff was still removing garage sale signs on Monday 10 
mornings because she had noticed a lot of them. Mayor Breslin thought people should be 11 
required to remove their sale signs, and perhaps should receive tickets if they do not 12 
remove them 13 
Councilor Metzger asked if there were lots in Lakota Canyon Ranch that were selling. 14 
Administrator Baker said there was a recent upward trend in real estate, but that he did 15 
not know if any Lakota lots had sold. 16 
Councilor Metzger asked if the Climate Action Advisory Committee (CAAC) had been doing 17 
anything. Councilor Russi said CAAC was project-driven and there had been no projects.  18 
Councilor Metzger voiced concern over a tree on 7th Street that hung over the roadway. 19 
Administrator Baker said he would have staff look at it and determine if there was a need 20 
to trim or remove it.  21 
Last, Councilor Metzger told the council that HPC Chair Linda Holley had been diagnosed 22 
with cancer. 23 
Councilor Leland said he had received a complaint about a resident in New Castle that 24 
seemed to have a perpetual garage/yard sale, and that because of the location of the 25 
home, caused significant traffic problems on the street. He asked if there were any rules 26 
regarding perpetual yard sales.  27 
 28 
Councilor Russi made a motion to adjourn. Councilor Riddile seconded the 29 
motion and it passed unanimously.  30 
 31 
 32 
The meeting adjourned at 9:47 p.m. 33 
 34 
Respectfully Submitted, 35 
 36 
 37 
              38 
               39 
        Mayor Frank Breslin 40 
 41 
 42 
 43 
       44 
Town Clerk Melody Harrison 45 
 46 
 47 
 48 
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