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Governor Hickenlooper’s Executive Order 

What? 

 
• May of 2013….start 

• Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) 

will coordinate the plan 

• Plan will be prepared by the 9 Roundtables 

• Draft on CWCB’s desk by July 2014 

• Plan has to show how we meet the consumptive 

and non-consumptive Gap 

• Planning horizon is 2050 
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Governor’s Executive Order-Why? 

• The “Gap” between future demand and future projects is 

real….500,000 acre-feet per year 

• Population 

– Statewide growth to double from 5 to 10 million 

– Fastest growth will be in the Colorado Basin Counties, more 

than 240% 

– Garfield County growth projected to be 274% 

• Drought  

• Transfer of water rights from agriculture is unacceptable 

• Water quality impacts are becoming acute  

• Interstate issues pressing 

• Front Range new supply project 
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Your Opportunity 

• CWP is an opportunity to transition from 

an individual perspective to a regional 

perspective. 

 

• This is the Colorado Basins first 

opportunity to have a basin at large plan!!  
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Colorado Basin Population 

Projections 
  

  

  

County   

  

  
2000    

Population   

  

  
2030    

Population   

Increase in    
Population    

2000 to    
2030   

Percent    

Change    
2000 to    

2030   

Percent    
Annual    
Growth    

Rate   

Eagle   43,300   86,900   43,600   101   2.3   

Garfield   43,800   119,900   76,100   274   5.2 

Grand   12,900   28,800   15,900   123   2.7   

Mesa   116,250   220,600 104,350   190   3.8   

Pitkin   15,900   27,200   11,300   71   1.8   

Summit   25,700   50,400   24,700   96   2.3   

TOTAL   248,000   492,600   244,600   99   2.3   

Population doubling 

Ref: SWSI and AGNC 
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Our population is 
increasing but there’s 
no new water. 

Many uses 
compete for a 
scarce and limited 
water supply. 

Municipal &  

Industrial 

9% 

Agriculture 

86% 

Recreation 

Environment 

Graphics provided by the Colorado Foundation for Water Education 
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Conservation Ag to Urban 
Transfers 

New Projects 
(Colorado Basin 
development) 

How can we Fill the Gap?  
Already planned projects (Windy Gap firming, 

Moffat Collection System) + 

Graphics provided by the Colorado Foundation for Water Education 
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Threats, Challenges, Issues  

• Compact Calls 

• Transbasin diversions 

• Endangered Species 

• Growth separation of land use and water 
planning 

• Energy 

• Shoshone Call  

• Loss of agriculture 

• Climate change 
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16 

Colorado River 

Compact 
 

Lake Powell has been our 

savings account for the 

compact 
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RECLAMATION 

Managing Water in the West 

Colorado River Basin 

Water Supply and Demand Study 

Executive Summary 

 

 

 

“the long term 

projected imbalance in future supply and 

demand is about 3.2 maf by 2060.” 
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Imbalances between Supply and 

Demand (US BOR) - Exacerbate 

Current Stresses 
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Lake Powell Elevations 
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No Water to support other basins 

 

• Colorado Basin already has 100,000 AFY Ag shortage 

• SWSI    our basin will lose addl 80,000 acres 

• Water Providers vulnerable to drought and compact call 

• BOR study indicates shortage of 3.2 Million AFY with current 

hydrology  (Lake Powell and Mead) 

• 64 critical reaches already (headwater streams impaired) 

• Uncertain future 

• Risk is non starter 

• Firming and IPP’s and growing into existing water rights will divert 

addl 150,000 AFY 

• Water Quality Problems in middle and lower basin 

• We already contribute 400,000 – 600,000 AFY 
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Figures from report “Water and its Relationship to the Economies of the Headwaters Counties,” commissioned by the Northwest Colorado Council of governments. 
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Colorado Basin Roundtable tasks: 
• Assess internal needs & identify projects to meet them 

• Negotiate how to meet state needs.   
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Shoshone 

Source: Western History/Genealogy Department, Denver Public Library  
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Roundtable Themes 

• One voice  

• Local control 

• Land use - connection with water use 

• Healthy rivers, streams and lakes  

• Multi-purpose projects 

• Safe Drinking Water  

• The importance of saving agriculture 

• No water to support other basins 

• Protect Mainstem water rights operations 

• Regional cooperation 

• Conservation equally shared by all   M & I   and Agriculture 

• Planning must go beyond 2050 

• Improve Colorado Water  Law and Courts  
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Middle Colorado River Issues 
• Ruedi Reservoir 

• Water Quality 

– Clean Water Act 

– Endangered Species Act 

– Safe Drinking Water Act [endocrine disrupters (over 82,000 man-made 
chemicals); total dissolved solids (TDS); and Salinity 

• Energy needs water  (conditional water rights) 

• The importance of the Two Main stem Calls 

–  Shoshone Call (Winter Season) 

– Cameo  Call (Irrigation Season) 

• The importance of Redundancy/Multiple supplies/Off  Mainstem  

• Flows will diminish in the Colorado River as upstream water users grow into 
existing supplies and Trans-mountain diverters firm up water rights 

– Current (Colorado Basin) demand 62,000 acre-feet which can increase 
to ~120,000- 200,000 acre-feet in the future 
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Middle Colorado River Issues 

• Pre 22 water rights 

• More regional cooperation is needed  

• Middle Colorado River Water Council 

• A focus on conservation will increase 

• Prepare for Compact Call and Drought 

• Energy Development and Conditional Water Rights 

• Where will the new growth go! 

• Agriculture  

–  268,000 acres of agriculture in the Colorado 
River Basin 

– At risk for losing major acres of agriculture 
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Thank You 

• This is your plan and project….we want to 

hear from You!  You are driving this plan! 


